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DOCENTE: Prof. FRANCESCO LA MANTIA
PREREQUISITES Required is a basic knowledge of a foreign language: English or French.

LEARNING OUTCOMES ECTS  credits  for  this  course  are  awarded  to  students  who:  Knowledge  and
understanding:  •have  demonstrated  knowledge  and  understanding  that  is
founded  upon  and  extends  and/or  enhances  that  typically  associated  with  the
first  cycle,  and that  provides a basis or  opportunity  for  originality  in  developing
and/or applying ideas, often within a research context; Applying knowledge and
understanding:  •can  apply  their  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  problem
solving  abilities  in  new  or  unfamiliar  environments  within  broader  (or
multidisciplinary)  contexts  related  to  their  field  of  study;  Making  judgements:
•have  the  ability  to  integrate  knowledge  and  handle  complexity,  and  formulate
judgements with incomplete or limited information, but that include reflecting on
social and ethical responsibilities linked to the application of their knowledge and
judgements;  •have  the  learning  skills  to  allow  them  to  continue  to  study  in  a
manner that may be largely self-directed or autonomous. Communication: •can
communicate their  conclusions,  and the knowledge and rationale underpinning
these, to specialist and nonspecialist audiences clearly and unambiguously

ASSESSMENT METHODS ONGOING EVALUATION Final oral assessment: The oral assessment is a viva 
in which knowledge and skills in the field of study are going to be tested. Final 
pass marks go from 18 to 30 points cum laude. The student is required to 
answer at least 2 or 3 oral questions regarding the whole program of study with 
reference to the suggested books. Questions shall assess a) Knowlesge and 
understanding b) cognitive and practical skills c) ability to communicate; d) 
making judgements. NoteEuropean Qualifications Framework 30 - 30 cum laude 
a)advanced knowledge of a field of work or study, involving a critical 
understanding of theories and principles b)advanced skills, demonstrating 
mastery and innovation, required to solve complex and unpredictable problems 
in a specialised field of work or study c)fully adequate use of specialized 
language d)take responsibility for managing and innovate the study field 26 29 
a)comprehensive, specialised knowledge within a field of work or study and an 
awareness of the boundaries of that knowledge b)a comprehensive range of 
cognitive and practical skills required to develop creative solutions to abstract 
problems c)comprehensive use of specialized language d)exercise 
management and supervision in contexts of work or study activities 22 25 
a)knowledge of facts, principles, processes and general concepts, in a field of 
work or study. b)basic skills required to accomplish tasks and *solve problems 
by selecting and applying basic methods, tools, materials and information 
c)basic capacity to use specialized language d)basic capacity to take 
responsibility for completion of tasks in work or study 18-21 a)basic general 
knowledge b)basic skills required to carry out simple tasks c)basic capacity to 
communicate relevant informations d)basic capacity to take responsibility for 
completion of tasks in work or study

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES Verbal gesture is a much debated topic in some branches of semiotics and 
cognitive sciences. The class will aim at highlighting the theoretical status of 
such a notion. Moreover, one will try to critically discuss a fundamental but in 
some ways obsolete dichotomy of the philosophical-linguistic debate. That is to 
say, the distinction between verbal and not-verbal aspects of human language 
activity.

TEACHING METHODS Frontal teaching

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY Robert Lafont, Il y a quelqu’un. La parole et le corps, Limoges, Lambert-Lucas, 
p. 1-147.

Ezequiel Di Paolo et alii, Linguistic Bodies. The Continuity between Life and 
Language, Cambridge Massachusetts, MIT PRESS, p. 1-100.

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Le problème de la parole. Cours au Collège de France 
Notes, 1953-1954, Genève, MetisPresses, p. 207-235.

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phénoménologie de la perception, Paris, Gallimard, p. 
203-232.

A scelta dello studente, almeno uno tra i seguenti testi:

Didier Bottineau, Language and Enaction, in John Stewart et alii (edited by), 
Enaction, Cambridge Massachusetts, MIT press, p. 267-306. 

Francesco La Mantia, Seconda Persona. Enunciazione e Psicoanalisi, 
Macerata, Quodlibet, p. 173-198

Antoine Culioli, La vie vivante ou le Geste Mental mis à nu. Propos recueillis par 
Sophie Fisher et Francesco La Mantia, in Francesco La Mantia, Pour se faire 
langage, Louvain-la-neuve, Les éditions Academia, p. 209-234.

Yves Citton, Gestes d’Humanités. Anthropologie sauvage de nos expériences 



esthétiques, Paris, Armand Colin, p. 27-58.

SYLLABUS
Hrs Frontal teaching

4 Verbal Gesture: An Introduction

4 Gesture: definitions and perspectives

4 Verbal Activity: Definitions and Perspectives

8 The Philosophy of Verbal Gesture: Phenomenology and Semiotics

8 The Philosophy of Verbal Gesture: Linguistics and Cognitive Sciences

2 Conclusions
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