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	Course leader. Dr A. Palumbo (antonino.palumbo@unipa.it)

Students can ask to meet the course leader by previously arranging it by email.


	EXPECTED OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE

Knowledge and understanding

Ability to critically analyse values, institutions and policies pursued in liberal democratic societies. Capacity to understand and assess the normative implications of public intervention through new modes of governance.

Application of Knowledge and understanding

Ability to analyse and evaluate discourses, narratives and arguments employed to justify social and political change as well as the ability of public policies chosen to accomplish those objectives.

Personal Autonomy

Ability to apply abstract analytical categories to the study of real world cases and forms of governance, to arrive at personal and novel perspectives on public affairs and policies, to devise alternative forms of intervention.

Communicative skills

Ability to communicate the results of one's own research to expert and lay people alike, to support adequately personal positions, statements and perspectives, to take on board sensible and disinterested suggestions and constructive criticisms.

Self-development

Ability to carry out research in applied ethics, political theory and new modes of governance autonomously and professionally; to connect with others operating in similar or complementary fields; to develop a personal but open-minded approach to the analysis collective action problems in complex and pluralistic democratic societies.


	O OUTLOOK AND AIMS OF THE COURSE

The course aims at developing the analytical skills of students in relation to the normative analysis of public policy, and in particular the processes of change responsible for the allegedly passage from 'government' to 'governance'. The course ha a twofold structure. First, it introduces the student to the use of analytical models of democracy (procedural, aggregative, participatory, deliberative) proposed by contemporary political theory. Second, it push the student to employ those analytical models to analyse and assess the democratic content of new modes of governance developed in the last three decades.
	


	
	Democratic Theory and Governance

	HOURS
	LECTURES

	2
	1st week. Introduction to the course: goals, program and assessment criteria.

	
	Lecture topic: Democracy: meanings and models.
Questions for the first essay: What is democracy? What are its origins, features and lines of evolution? What is the reason for modelling democracy? Are the models employed heuristic or normative tools?

	2
	2nd week. Lecture topic: Procedural conceptions of democracy.
Questions for the first essay: Is democracy a procedural or a substantive notion? What are the procedures that characterise democracy as a system of government? Are these procedures related to the definition of public policies, or simply a way to select those who are called to rule? Is representative democracy true democracy?

	2
	3rd week. Lecture topic: Aggregative conceptions of democracy.
Questions for the first essay: Must democratic choice be related to individual preferences? Has democracy have to maximise some social utility function? Can democracy be a coherent mechanism for social choice? Are there any similarities between political and economic markets?

	2
	4th week. Lecture topic: Participatory conceptions of democracy.
Questions for the first essay: What values are political participation supposed to engender? Is widespread political participation desirable? Is it also feasible in modern nation states? Is it possible to devise new forms of democratic participation that can bring to life the Athenian ideal? Are the limits imputed to participatory democracy merely physical? Can these limits be overcome by information and computing technologies?

	2
	5th week. Lecture topic: Deliberative conceptions of democracy.
Questions for the first essay: What does deliberative democracy stands for? Isn't deliberation just the out come of a voting procedure? What is the role of individual preferences in a deliberative context? Is deliberative democracy compatible with liberal democracy? Does deliberative democracy supports new forms of participation or technocratic solutions?

	2
	6th week. Lecture topic: Academic writing: methodologies, techniques and styles.

	2
	7th week. Lecture topic: Transforming democracy

Questions for the second essay: Is globalisation undermining liberal democracy or engendering it? Several thinkers claim that we are moving towards a post-democratic age, but what post-democracy actually mean? Is there a relation between the inception of a post-democratic age and the neoliberal reforms of the state? Does post-democracy foster democratisation or de-democratisation?

	2
	8th week. Lecture topic: Democracy and governance.
Questions for the second essay: Governance is a label used to describe several processes of change, but what is the impact those change can have on democracy? What are democratic visions held by governance theorists? Is governance supporting new forms of democratic experimentation? Or is it also contributing to hollowing out real existing democratic institutions? What is stakeholder's democracy and what feature distinguish it from liberal democracy?

	2
	9th week. Lecture topic: Democracy and EU governance.
Questions for the second essay: Is the European Union democratic? Compare EU and member state constitutional settings and their democratic content. What does EU democratic deficit mean? Is there a real democratic deficit and where is it located? Can the EU overcame such a deficit by adopting institutional features of its state members?

	2
	10th week. Lecture topic: Transnational democracy.
Questions for the second essay: is transnational democracy possible? What form can assume this type of democracy: participatory, representative, aggregative, or deliberative? Is there a global civil society upon which transnational forms of democracy can be grounded? Is it plausible to expect the development of a global civil society?



	
	SEMINARS

	4
	1st week. Introduction to the course, assessment of individual abilities and background, suggestion of background reading to fill up individual gaps.

	4
	2nd week. Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Habermas, Jurgen, "Three Normative Models of Democracy", Constellations 1, 1 (1994), pp. 1-10.

· Gutmann, Amy, "Democracy". In A Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy. R.E.Goodin, P. Pettit and T. Pogge (eds.). Volume I, 2nd Edition. Blackwell, Oxford 2007, pp. 521-531.

	4
	3rd week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Kelsen, Hans, (1955), "Foundations of Democracy", Ethics 66, 1, pp. 1-101.

· Schumpeter, Joseph, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy. Allen & Unwin, London 1976. Cap. XXI, XXII, XXIII.

	4
	4th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Arrow, Kenneth J., "A Difficulty in the Concept of Social Welfare", Journal of Political Economy 58, 4 (1950), pp. 328-46.

· Downs, Anthony, "An Economic Theory of Political Action in Democracy", Journal of Political Economy 65, 2 (1957), pp. 135-50.

	4
	5th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Barber, Benjamin, "Strong Democracy. Politics as a Way of living". In Strong Democracy. UCP, Berkeley 1984, pp. 117-38.

· Fung, Archon, "Varieties of Participation in Complex Governance", Public Administration Review 66, s1 (2006), pp. 66-75.

	4
	6th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Cohen, Joshua, "Deliberation and Democratic Legitimacy". In The Good Polity. A. Hamlin and P. Pettit (eds.). Blackwell, Oxford 1989, pp. 17-34.

· Manin, Bernard, "On Legitimacy and Political Deliberation", Political Studies 15 (1987), pp. 338-68.

	2
	Preparazione alla composizione del primo saggio

	4
	7th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Barber, Benjamin R. (2000), "Can Democracy Survive Globalization?", Government and Opposition 35, 3, pp. 275-301.

· Crouch, Colin, Postdemocracy. Polity Press, Cambridge 2004.

	4
	8th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Bevir, Mark, "Democratic Governance: Systems and Radical Perspectives", Public Administration Review 66, 3 (2006), pp. 426-36.
· Warren, M.E., "Governance-driven Democratization", Critical Policy Studies 3, 1 (2009), pp. 3-13.

	4
	9th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Neyer, Jurgen, "Justifying Comitology: the Promise of Deliberation". In K. Neunreither and A. Wiener (eds.), European Integration After Amsterdam. OUP, Oxford 2000, pp. 112-28.

· Smismans, S., "New Modes of Governance and the Participatory Myth", West European Politics 31, 5 (2008), pp. 874-95.

	4
	10th week: Texts for seminar's discussion:

· Dryzek, J.S., "Transnational Democracy", Journal of Political Philosophy 7, 1 (1999), pp. 30-51.
· Bohman, James, "From Demos to Demoi: Democracy across Borders", Ratio Juris 18, 3 (2005), pp. 293-314.

	2
	Academic writing II: structure, notes and bibliographies


	Background Reading
	To those who lack basic knowledge of current democratic theory the following texts are recommended background reading:

· John Rawls, Political Liberalism, Columbia UP, NY.

· David Held, Models of democracy, Polity Press, Cambridge.

· Antonino Palumbo, Situating Governance. ECPR Press, Colchester (forthcoming).


